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FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY 
 

BACKGROUND / INTRODUCTION 
 
Council’s Flood Risk Management Policy establishes Council’s approach to flood risk management for 
Cumberland City through the local application of the NSW government’s flood risk management 
principles. There are three floodplains within Cumberland City: Haslams Creek floodplain; Duck River 
floodplain; and Cooks River floodplain. 

PURPOSE  
 
The policy sets out Cumberland City Council’s requirements and approach to flood risk management. 
The purpose of the policy is to reduce the impact of flooding and flood liability. 
 
SCOPE 
 
This policy applies to land within Cumberland City. It should be read in conjunction with the 
Cumberland DCP 2021 and other relevant legislation and plans. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
ARI – average recurrence interval 
DCP - Cumberland Development Control Plan 2021  
Flood prone land - being synonymous with ‘flood liable land’ and ‘floodplain’ is the area of land which 
is subject to inundation by floods up to and including an extreme flood such as a probable maximum 
flood (PMF). 
FRMP - Flood Risk Management Plan or study 
FRP - Flood Risk Precinct 
LEP - Cumberland Local Environmental Plan 2021 
Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) - the largest flood that could conceivably occur at a particular 
location. 
 
PRINCIPLES  
 

1. To minimise risk to life and damage to property arising from flooding. 
2. To manage and facilitate the appropriate development of flood prone land in an economically, 

environmentally and socially sustainable manner.  
3. To ensure the appropriate assessment of proposed development on flood prone land. 
4. To ensure that new development does not expose existing development to increased flood 

risks. 
5. Measures to increase resilience across the city are encouraged to reduce the effects of 

flooding and flood risk. 
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REQUIREMENTS  
 

1. Development applications lodged in accordance with the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 on land affected by potential floods are to be assessed in accordance 
with the controls in the Cumberland LEP 2021 and Cumberland DCP 2021, as well as the 
requirements of this policy, as applicable. 
 

2. When assessing flood risk, both mainstream and overland flooding are to be considered. 
 

3. Blockage needs to be included when analysing overland flow paths, pipes, etc. This analysis 
should be carried out on the basis that all bridges, culverts, pipes, etc. are at least 50% blocked. 
 

4. A number of major land use categories have been identified for the purpose of floodplain 
management control. Table 1 (in the Appendix) shows these major categories together with the 
specific uses under each category (as defined by Cumberland LEP 2021), and the relevant 
requirements for each category.  
 

5. Where flood compatible materials are required, refer to Table 2 in the Appendix: 
 

6. Development is to comply with the controls applicable to the proposed land use category and 
FRPs within which the site is located:  

• Haslams Creek floodplain as specified in Table 3 in the Appendix;  
• Duck River floodplain; and  
• Cooks river floodplain.  

Maps for these catchment areas can be found in the appendix.  
 

Note:  
1. Council will prepare FRP Maps to identify flood hazards associated with main channels, creeks and rivers only. 

Other areas potentially affected by local overland flooding will require further study by the applicant, to determine 
the applicable FRP.  

2. There may be areas beyond those mapped by Council, subject to potential flooding. These areas will require 
further study if identified, to determine an appropriate FRP.  

3. Where the applicant is required to undertake further study to determine the applicable FRP, this will need to be 
undertaken by using an appropriate hydraulic analysis methodology by a suitably qualified hydraulic engineer 
with experience in urban flood studies.  

4. Each of the floodplains within Cumberland City can be divided into flood risk precincts based on different levels 
of potential flood risk. These flood risk precincts are as follows:  

Haslams Creek floodplain:  
• High flood risk: the area within the envelope of land subject to a high hydraulic hazard (in accordance 

with the provisional criteria outlined in the Floodplain Management Manual) in a 100 year flood or 
potentially subject to evacuation difficulties.  

• Medium flood risk: as land below the 100 year flood level (plus freeboard) subject to low hydraulic 
hazard (in accordance with the provisional criteria outlined by the NSW Floodplain Management 
Manual).  

• Low flood risk: all other land within the floodplain (i.e. within the extent of the probable maximum 
flood) but not identified as either a high flood risk or medium flood risk FRP, where risk of damages 
are low for most land uses.  

Duck River floodplain:  
FRMPs are yet to be finalised for this floodplain. In the interim, the controls applicable to the Haslams 
Creek floodplain will be applied. No FRP maps apply and appropriate FRPs must be determined on an 
individual site basis.  
Cooks River floodplain:  
FRMPs are yet to be finalised for this floodplain. In the interim, the controls applicable to the Haslams 
Creek floodplain will be applied. No FRP maps apply, and appropriate FRPs must be determined on an 
individual site basis. 
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RELATED LEGISLATION 
 
Conveyancing Act 1919 
Floodplain Development Manual 2005 (NSW Government) 
Australian Standards 
Cumberland Local Environmental Plan 2021 
 
RELATED DOCUMENTS AND COUNCIL POLICY  
 
Cumberland City Council Development Control Plan 2021 
Any applicable flood risk management plans (FRMP) 
Managing Urban Stormwater: Soils and Construction (NSW Department of Housing) 
Sydney Water Standards 
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APPENDIX  
 

Table 1: Floodplain Management Controls – Land Use Categories 
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APPENDIX (CONTINUED) 
Table 2: Flood Compatible Materials 
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APPENDIX (CONTINUED) 
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APPENDIX (CONTINUED) 

 

Figure 1: Haslams Creek catchment area 
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Figure 2: Duck River catchment area 
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