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Introduction

A community garden is a type

of community open space area

that provides a shared, semi-

public space where people in the
surrounding neighbourhoods and
local community members can
participate, share the work, maintain,
grow and harvest non-commercial
produce of a garden space.

Community gardens facilitate
community-wide engagement in an
outdoor, sustainable, recreational
activity and contribute to health
and wellbeing, building healthy and
sustainable communities.

Aim

Community Gardens can provide the
following benefits and opportunities:

e Contribute to health a wellbeing
in providing a source of fresh
food, physical activity and social
interaction

* Promote sustainable practices e.qg.
Composting, limiting waste

* Provide a sense of community

e Contribute to cross-cultural
relations

e Educational Benefits and Outdoor
Learning Experiences

Merrylands Community Garden (referred to hereafter as the ‘'MCG’)
was established by former Holroyd City Council to create a space
where community members and groups can come together to
garden and to participate in other activities that encourage harmony,
cooperation, and a sense of belonging amongst those involved.

The Community Garden Handbook provides the framework

for Cumberland City Council to support the development and
management of the MCG. This handbook outlines how the community
can become involved in the Community Garden, how the garden
operates and the roles of responsibilities of those involved in the
management and care of the garden.
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Definitions

® Council - Refers to Cumberland City Council
* Garden Bed — Means a garden bed used by a Garden Member or Group.

* Garden Group Membership - Is available at the discretion of Council to
Community groups or individuals.

e Garden Handbook — Means this handbook detailing the day-to-day
regulations of the Garden.

® Garden Member — Means a registered member, of the Garden who is at
least 18 years old.

* MCG - Refers to Merrylands Community Garden

Garden Membership

1. The MCG is open to residents and ratepayers within Council. Applications from
residents and community groups outside the Council area may be considered at
the discretion of Council.

2. New memberships will be approved by Council.

3. Garden Beds will be allocated on a ‘first come first serve’ basis and will be
allocated based on one garden bed per household. A second garden bed will
only be considered when there is no wait list.

4. Awaiting list of garden beds is maintained by Council. A garden bed will be
allocated to those on the waiting list when it becomes available.

5. Membership to the MCG is arranged by contacting the Open Space Liaison and
Technical Officer at Council and agreeing to abide by the Garden Rules in this
Handbook.

6. If any garden member is unable to tend to their garden bed for a short or
specified period of time but wish to retain it, they are to notify Council with
details of the nominated replacement garden member selected to look after the
garden until they return (e.g. illness or holidays).

7. Notwithstanding the previous point, any garden beds not tended to for one
(1) month will be forfeited following written notice by Council to the Garden
Member. The Member must return to tender to their garden bed on an ongoing
basis within two (2) weeks of the written notification being sent or forfeit the
garden bed.

8. Lost Keys will incur a lost key fee for Members as per the Fees and Charges.

9. There are no membership fees for the garden. Membership is based as per the
above.
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Garden Management

1. The MCG is managed by Council.

2. Opening Hours will vary depending on the season and be determined by Council.

3. Council manages a budget that provides materials to the Garden and provides
public liability for individual gardeners (organisations provide their own).

4. The Open Space Liaison and Technical Officer will attend sessions as work
schedules allow, providing any support that may be required.

5. The Open Space Liaison and Technical Officer is the main contact from CCC
(details at end of document).

6. Members should contact the Open Space Liaison and Technical Officer to have
any items of concern raised with Council.

7. Garden facilities is the responsibility of ALL members. Lock the gate behind you
when entering or leaving the garden for security purposes. Also lock the shed
before leaving the garden.

8.  CCC retains capacity to use the garden as a demonstration site for community
education activities such as tours and workshops. CCC will work with the MCG
Members to ensure that organised activities do not conflict.
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Garden Rules

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.

Individual garden beds must be reasonably maintained in a neat and tidy fashion
by the designated garden member.

All members are to contribute to the weeding, watering, compost turning and
general maintenance of the Garden as far as they are reasonably able to. Council
will remove waste and mow the grass.

Members are encouraged to share their garden knowledge and experience.
Garden tools and supplies are for use by all Members. All equipment should be
used safely, cleaned after use, and returned to the appropriate place in the shed.
Any damaged or faulty tools or equipment are to be reported to Council.

Safe Manual Handling practices are to be applied (in pairs where possible) when
moving heavy items such as soil throughout the Garden. Wheelbarrows are
available to assist with moving heavy items.

Gardeners must take action to remedy hazards as they become apparent and
report them to Council.

Any injuries must be reported to Council. A First Aid Kit is in the shed. In
emergencies, please call Triple 000 and then contact Council immediately.
Children must always be supervised by parent(s) or carer(s).

Personal property is not to be left at the garden. Council and other Members are
not responsible for loss or damage of any personal property.

Members must not plant anything outside their allocated Garden Bed

nor construct any extensions to their plot. Previous Garden Management
arrangements will not apply.

To ensure the MCG remains a well-structured, pleasant, and safe environment,
nonstandard garden material require the approval of Council first.

Garden Members must endeavour to use water efficient gardening techniques
and organic gardening methods. Sanctioned pesticides only are permitted, and
no chemicals are allowed.

Sydney Water restrictions must be always adhered to.

Garden Members must be 18 years of age or older and must contact Council first
to become a Garden Member.

No smoking is permitted in the garden or within 10 meters of the playground.
Opening Hours will vary depending on the season and be determined by Council.
Enclosed shoes, gloves, hat, sunscreen, water, and hand sanitiser are mandatory.
Gardening is to be undertaken without discrimination, bullying or harassment and
in accordance with Council’s Code of Conduct.

Merrylands Community Garden | Gardener’s Handbook 6


https://www.cumberland.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/inline-files/code-conduct.pdf

Sustainable Practices & Principles

Sustainability Features

The MCG displays various feature gardens and elements to enhance and
provide educational resources to garden members and the community. There
features consist of:

* A native Australian Garden to attract pollinators such as insects and small
birds

* Insect Hotels to provide homes for native insect pollinators

e Native Stingless Beehive

* Bird Bath

These features are maintained and managed by Council staff, and garden
members.

Waste Management Water Use and Management
The MCG promotes sustainable ® Garden Members must endeavour
gardening practices and to cater to to use water efficient gardening
these principles provides composting techniques and organic gardening
and worm farm facilities on site methods. Sanctioned pesticides
available to all garden members for only are permitted, and no

the purpose of disposing of organic chemicals are allowed.

materials, green garden and produce ~ ® Sydney Water Wise Guidelines
waste. In addition, General Waste and must be always adhered to.

Green Waste bins are provided forall e Sydney Water Restrictions must be
other waste items. followed when in place.

Parking and Toilet Facilities

1. Public Toilets are available at the Merrylands Library, Miller Street
Merrylands. Opening hours are available on the website:
CCC: Merrylands Library

2. Parking is available on the street in St Ann Street and Newman Street.
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Garden Bed Allocations
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Conditions of Entry Signage

Risk and Responsibility

Garden members enter the community garden at their own risk.

Garden Members must be 18 years of age or older and must contact Council
first to become a Garden Member

Children must always be supervised by parent(s) or carer(s) over the age of 18
years old.

Council and other Members are not responsible for loss or damage of any
personal property.

No smoking is permitted in the Garden.

Opening Hours will vary depending on the season and be determined by
Council.

Gardening is to be undertaken without discrimination, bullying or harassment
and in accordance with Council’'s Code of Conduct.

Personal Protective Equipment

Mandatory - All patrons must ensure that they have enclosed shoes, gloves, hat,
sunscreen, and drinking water prior to entering the community gardens.

Safety & Other Requirements

Individual garden beds must be reasonably maintained in a neat and tidy
fashion.

No waste is to be brought on site.
Sanctioned pesticides only are permitted, and no chemicals are allowed.
All injuries must be reported to Council.

First aid box is available in the shed for minor injuries. In the case of an
emergency, please call 000 and then contact Council immediately.

Tools and Other Equipment

No electrical or power operated tools to be used in the garden.
All equipment must be used safely, cleaned after use, and returned to shed.
Any damaged or faulty tools or equipment are to be reported to Council.

Garden Members must endeavour to use water efficient gardening techniques
and organic gardening methods.

Security

All gates and shed must be locked after the end of opening day.

As seen at the entrance of the Garden
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Membership Form

First Name

Last Name

Preferred Name

Organisation

Phone

Mobile

Email

Address

By signing this Membership form, you or your organisation are agreeing to the rules
of the Community Garden. Noncompliance will result in Membership being revoked.

Signature Date
Submit Option 1:
Membership Emma Higgins

Open Space Liaison and Technical Officer

8757 9621

0447 929 155
Emma.higgins@cumberland.nsw.gov.au
8am to 4.30pm

Monday to Friday

Option 2:

Cumberland City Council

8757 9000
council@cumberland.nsw.gov.au
24 hours a day / 7 days a week

Merrylands Community Garden | Gardener's Handbook
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Council Assistance

Emma Higgins

Open Space Liaison and Technical Officer
Emma.Higgins@cumberland.nsw.gov.au
8757 9621

0447 929 155

Monday to Friday
8am to 4:30pm

Cumberland City Council

16 Memorial Avenue, PO Box 42, Merrylands NSW 2160
T 8757 9000 W www.cumberland.nsw.gov.au E council@cumberland.nsw.gov.au
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